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40 Years of Love in the Desert

Numbers 14

1And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and
cried; and the people wept that night. 2And all the
children of Israel murmured against Moses and
against Aaron: and the whole congregation said to
them, O that we had died in the land of Egypt! or O
that we had died in this wilderness! 3And why hath
the LORD brought us to this land, to fall by the
sword, that our wives and our children should be a
prey? Were it not better for us to return into
Egypt?

27How long shall | bear with this evil congregation,
which murmur against me? | have heard the
murmurings of the children of Israel, which they
murmur against me. 28Say to them, As truly as |
live, saith the LORD, as ye have spoken in my ears,
so will I do to you... 33And your children shall
wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear your
lewd deeds, until your carcasses shall be wasted in
the wilderness.

Hosea 2

16Therefore, behold, | will allure her,

And bring her into the wilderness,

And speak tenderly unto her.

17And | will give her her vineyards from thence,
And the valley of Achor for a door of hope;

And she shall respond there, as in the days of her youth,
And as in the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt.
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Deuteronomy 8

1All the commandment which | command thee this day
shall ye observe to do, that ye may live, and multiply,
and go in and possess the land which the LORD swore
unto your fathers. 2And thou shalt remember all the
way which the LORD thy God hath led thee these forty
years in the wilderness, that He might afflict thee, to
test thee, to know what was in thy heart, whether thou
wouldest keep His commandments, or no.3And He
afflicted thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed
thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did
thy fathers know; that He might make thee know that
man doth not live by bread only, but by every thing that
proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man
live. 4Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did
thy foot swell, these forty years.5And thou shalt
consider in thy heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son,
so the LORD thy God chasteneth thee. 6And thou shalt
keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, to walk
in His ways, and to fear Him.

Seforno Deuteronomy 8:2

And thou shalt remember all the way — That He gave you

food to eat and clothing to wear not by a natural way.

To test thee — If you will do His will when you get food and

dress without difficulty?

Ramban (Nachmanides) Deuteronomy 8:2-3

That He might afflict thee, to test thee, to know what
was in thy heart, whether thou wouldest keep His
commandments, or no — for it was a great test for them,
for they did not have any plan for their survival but
entered the great desert, not a place of food, and they
had nothing in their hands but manna, which came
down every day, and as the sun got hot it would melt.
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And they hungered to it greatly. All this they did to

follow the Mitzvah of the LORD to go as He commanded.

The LORD could have taken them through the cities
around them, but rather He put them to this test for
through it will be known that they will keep His Mitzvot
forever.

3) And the meaning of which thou knewest not, neither
did thy fathers know is that you did not know about the
manna that you could live by it for many years, as you
did not have that as a tradition from your ancestors.

Rashbam (R. Shmuel ben Meir) Deuteromoy 8:2

That He might afflict thee — It is affliction when there is no bread
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Jeremiah 2

1And the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

2Go, and call in the ears of Jerusalem, saying:
so says the LORD:

| remember for you the affection of your youth,

The love of thine espousals;
How you went after Me in the wilderness,
In a land not sown.
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